Lesson 2-1

Legal Framework for Peace
Operations:
General International Law



Learning ODbjectives

AApply rules of international law that
establish the legal framework for peace
operations

Aldentify and describe violations of
International humanitarian law, human
rights law and refugee law that UNMOs
may encounter



Hierarchy of norms

/ UN Charter ;
Human Rights, IHL, Refugee Law
/ ri ncil Man \

Status of Forces/Mission
Agreement (SOFA/SOMA)

Memorandum of Understanding with
Troop & Police Contributors (MOU)




Peacekeeping
under the Charter
UN Charter , | |

Peace &
Security

Development Human Rights

A Prohibits forceby states, except in
seltdefense or Security Council approval

A Basis for Chapter VI and VII missions

AUN supports international law / human rights



International
Human Rights Law
(IHRL)

A Dignity, freedom and equality *- -‘ g 5
A Obligations of states .i
A Also covers nosstate armed groups

A During war or other national emergencies

A UNMOs-ensure human rightoromoted, respected,
protected, advanceé(UNMO Guidelines



International Humanitarian law
(IHL)

A Applies to parties to armed conflict

A Military peacekeepers engaged as combatants

A Regulates conduct of hostilities

A Restricts means of warfare

AProtects those not engage in hostilities, includes
peacekeepers

AAIll ensure respect IHL



International Criminal Law

. A State duty to prosecute
AWar crimes | |
Grave breachesGeneva A International tribunals

Conventions / serious |HL (e.g. International Criminal
violations Court)

A Crimes against

humanity
Inhumane acts

A Genocide:

Intent to destroy national, W IR
. . . . .. |
ethnic, racial, religious group" g e =




Sources of International Law

International Human Rights Law International Humanitarian Law

A UN Charter International armed conflict:
A Human rights treaties Geneva Conventions
A Universal Declaration Protocol |

of HRL

Noninternational
armed conflict:

Art. 3 Geneva Convention
Protocol Il

International Criminal Law

A Int. criminal court
A Customary Int. law




Learning Activity: ldentifying violations

A Several local sources provide information in a zone
with armed group activity.

A Based on the information provided identify
possible violations of:

Alnternational human rights law,
nternational humanitarian law, S8
nternational criminal law and/or—g

nternational refugee la®

D>y >



Case Xk Cattle herding boy:

a! YAfAUALF OFYS (2
our cows. We had to flee

iInto the swamps. They

were shooting at

everyone. We survived ' s

on wild plants & swam| g™
g1 0SNE %




International Humanitarian Law:
Conduct of Hostilities

A Distinction between civilians & combatants
APrecautionto minimize risks for civilians

AProportionality to limit
iIncidental harm to civilians




Case Z local journalist:

Aa¢KS I b FN¥Y¥eé LINBPBKAOG)
humanitarians to give aid

to villagers from a
particular ethnic group. &
They claim that some foogas .
will be diverted to rebel s
fighters. Malnutrition
Increased drastically , buiss

we are not allowed to §
NELIZNI AU LlJzof A Of & ¢
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Case 3Captured rebel fighter

wounded comrades were k| led. A e
who survived were captured and Were -
not given any medical care by the arny
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Protected Persons under IHL

Medical and religious personnel of armed forces
Wounded, sick and othefsors combat

Prisoners of war & interned armed group fighters
Peacekeepers (unless engaged in military hostilitie



Case £ Girl associated with armed grouj

of-or the young people
here, It IS just natural
to join the rebels.
When | was 14 years
old, they gave me a
gun and told me to
aK22u | RSHE




Six Grave Violations against Children in Armed Conflict

(UNSC Resolutiod612)MUST REPORT

1. Killing or Maiming

Recruitmentor use
Abductionof children
Sexualviolence

o 0 bk W

Denial of humanitariapccess

Child

Anyone under

18 years!

Attacks on school& hospitals #%&

Annual UN Secretarzeneral Report on Children & Armed Conflict

A Tracks grave child violations in countries of concern

A Lists state forces and armed groups who commit child violations
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AArmed fighters occupied our school.
They took some of the girls with them. W
could not stop them or they would Kill

N\

us oO



