
Lesson 3.5c

Combining Physical Terrain 

(PT) Factors 



Lesson 3.5c Content

ÅMilitary Aspects of the Terrain

ïMap Overlays 

ÅMilitary Aspects of the Weather

ïWeather Effects Matrix



Learning Outcomes 

ÅConduct an analysis of  Physical Terrain, by identifying the military 

aspects of the terrain

ÅClassify terrain areas according to the mobility afforded, i.e. 

άǳƴǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘέΣ άǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘέΣ άǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘέ

ÅProduce a Combined Obstacle Overlay and an Avenue of Approach 

Overlay

ÅAssess the impact of climate / weather on PT as exemplified by a 

Weather Effects Matrix



Military aspects of the terrain

ÅWhy do we need to determine the Military Aspects of the terrain?

ÅTo determine its effectson Military Operations

ÅWhat are the Military Aspects of the Terrain?

ÅObservation & Fields of Fire

ÅCover & Concealment

ÅObstacles

ÅKey Terrain

ÅVital Terrain

ÅAvenues of Approach

ÅConsider all of these factors when analysing terrain, but always 
focus on the ones of most relevance to the specific situation at 
hand. 



Observation & Fields of Fire

Å Observation applies to what can be seen / 
needed to gain information about actors

Å Fields of Fire applies to what can be hit



Cover and Concealment Overlay

Å Cover is the protection from direct and 
indirect fires

Å Concealment is protection from observation



Obstacles

Obstacles:natural or man-made obstruction to 
disrupt, fix, turn, canalize or block movement 



Terrain Mobility Classifications

UNRESTRICTED RESTRICTED

SEVERELY RESTRICTED



Key terrain

Key terrain gives an advantage to forces or opposing groups

KKey Terrain: 


